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James C. Thomas III ™c%IS'°'' 
Briarcliff Village 

4131N. Mulbeny Drive. Suite 200 2flinnFr-Q DMIO. 
Kansas City. Missouri 64116 "IOULU 0 mi^-Zb 

Phone: (816)584-9393; Fax: (816)S84>-9394 
James@jct3l8w.com OFFICE OF GFNFRAI 

COUNSEL 

December 2,2010 

VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS 

op Jeff S. Jordan 
^ Supervising Attomey 

Complaints Exanuhation & 
Legal Administration 

Fedemi Election Commission 
^ 999EStEeet,NW 

Washington, D.C. 20463 
<̂  

^ Re: Billy Long fbr Congress 
Matter Number: MUR 6427 

DearMr. Jonlan: 

I am counsel for Billy Long for Congress (die **CommittBe"). The Committee has 
recdvcxl your letter dated November IS, 2010 addressed to Mr. Ron Neville, as treasurer of the 
Comndttee. Essentially identical letters were sent to the Committee's candidate, Billy Long (the 
"Candidate") and James Hairis of The J. Harris Company, a consultant to the Committee (Ifae 
''Consultant̂ . I have interviewed all of these letter recifnents and am making this response on 
bdudfofalloftfaem. In that regard, I have enclosed a StateoMnt of Designation of Cknmsdfĉ  
each of these letter recipients. 

Your letter states that you have received a oom|daint that indicates that the Comnuttee 
may have violated the Federal Eleclion Canopaign Act of R l̂,a8aniended(tî  Yoor 
letter attaches a complaint (the''Complaint*̂ . The Complaint has been sidmiitted by Neil R. 
Reifî  qiparently an attorney with Sandler, RdfT ft Young, P.C, vdio states diat he is counsel fixr 
Soott Eckersley fbr Congress. Mr. Reiff elatins that an e-mailed press release (fhe "Press 
Release*̂  stating that Scott Eckersley was suapending his campaign has some connection to the 
Committee, the Candidate and/or the Consultant However, any connectiQn is vague and unclear 
and ̂ eculative at best 

The Candidate, the Committee and the Consultant had no involvement with the 
distdbudon of the Press Release to the media aad had no kmnvledge of the Press Release prior to 
its distribution to the amdia. The Comniittee iBrst learned of the Press Release when the peison 
handling the Committee*s public relations received a call fiom the media. Tbis person sent a 
message to both the Candidate and the Consultant about the call fiom the media regarding die 
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Press Release. The Candidate furst heard about the Press Release when he received a call fiom a 
fiiend that said his wife had just seen aKSPR 33 News Break, which announeed tUat Eekendey 
had dropped out ofthe race. The Candidntp̂  then circulated a text message to members of the 
campaign team, induding the Consultant. The Consultant first heard about the Press Release 
vAiea. he leceived a communication fixmi the Committee's public relations person followed by a 
text message fixmi the Candidate and a call fmm the campaign staff. The treasurer first learned 
of die Press Release in a communication fimn fhe Candidate. 0) 

q 
«?i The Complamt oon:ect]y notes that the withdrawal of Eckersley was s^^ 

connected with the campaign through various commimications, including text messages, phone 
calls and sochd media vdiides («.g., Twittar). Howevet, this was merdy sharing iBfimnatiuD ^ these people obtained fiom the media. The Conqilaimiofiiis that the fiici that the Consuhaiit 

KJ sent a "tweet** about the withdiowalofEckecdey and later wididrewtto 
Q inq>lies involvement in the initial distribution of die Press Rdease. This ia not the case. The 
fM Consultant withdrew the *tweet" because it became known that the Press Release was a fidw. 

The Press Release did not originate with the Committee, the Candidate or the Consultant 
I have induded aflBdaviti fimn Ihe Candidate, die Cmisultant and the txeasurer for die Committee 
in wliich they each state that they had no involvement with tlie distribution of tbe Press Rdease 
to the media and had no Imowledge of tiie Peess Release prior to its distribution to ttie media. 

AnydaunthattfacComtniltee,1faeC4indidateortfaeConsiiitanthB̂  
Press Release in not oidy fiuituaUyineonsct, hot it simply has n̂  The Candidate 
was lunning in a veiy fiiivorable Republican district in a very fiworable Repidilican election 
cycle. PoUing data near the time vdien tbe Press Rdease was sem bad tiw 
significant lead. This polling data proved tnie'vrfien die Candidate won the dection by niore 
than a two to one margin with the Candidate recdving 141,010 votes to Eckefsley's 67,S4S 
votes. 

IfanyoDB had a reason to send out die Press Rdeaae, it was Edcerdey. Hewaswiî  
downintiiBpoiis. The pie-primBiyceport filed wnh die FEC showed lum at mutjetb̂  
1 dieadvantage in fund raising. The Press Release gave him substantid fise media coverage the 
wedmnd before the dection. Any potentSd negative impact ofthe inhid appearancjP that he was 
withdnnMng wovdd have been offiet by the oppoitunî  
things about the Candidate and hb campaign advisors. I,of course,amnotdauniQgthat 
Edcerdey or his canqiaign is the one that sent out the Press Rdease. I have no infbnnation fo 
suppoit sudi a daim. lamsimplypomtmgouttiiathwDiddbenKirelogiGdfbrEGkasleyor 
someone with his can^gn to have sent out the Press Release because the ody one wiio coidd 
posdbly gain aiiyfliing tfaing-finm a fidce press release controversy was Edcsid^^ 
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I hope this assists you myoiir review of the fints regarding the coniplaint The 
Committee, tiie Candidate and the Consultant had no involvement with tbe Press Release. I 
appreciate that this is an important matter, hut die Complaint diodd be aummariiy Hiiemiî jjftri to 
the extent of its assertion that the Committee, the CsttMÂ .̂ and/or the Consultant had any 
involvement with the Press Rdease. 

p ffl can be of further assistance with your investigation, please oontact me. 

fM 
fM 
to 

^ /iaflS^ C. Thomas m 

^ Enclosures 



flats HON N E V I L L E 
417 8 S e 9432 

p.es 

H 
fM 
fN 

CP 
fM 
Pi-

FSDERAL ELECHON 00MMI88I0N 

Wkthlnglkn. 00 20469 

flTATEMeMTOF 0E8IONATION OFGOHNM. 
Pfmt IIM mfarmfytwh Ritwnrftnt/MhrfrrMRHw 

fr̂ igtiatgia^gs 

NAMEOPOOUNSEI.:, 

IBLEPHONE- OFPiQgfSte t 584-8393 

' ' PAXCMjL-aftkdaSA. 

FEDERAL ELECT 
COMiliSSION 

ZOieOEC-3 PHJ2i 

OfnCE OF GENEf / 
.COUNSEL 

Hie abova-namod Individual andtor fli^ls haraby daaigfiaM as my eounsdami to 
auttiorbsitf te raealVB any nottfleallonB and other oonammloaMenB flrom the OomnMon and 
loaaloniiqrbaiialfhafDrattaOommlBtloii.' Ilf haiDratta OommlBtloii. 

RaapiMsntfAgant-8l0nBtur« TWai 

liAMfPfMPOriPag; .aoo awr̂ iie - i!̂ «M«t« 
I 

1675"! B Boaiaolc ' 
NMIUNO ADPEEafc 
tPtoaaa Print) 

IH^rlngflcU. MO 65804 

TELEPHONfr HOME( |L 

•apart 
fimMaafeftifAa84i9MaMt wanowiaoi 
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FEDERAL ELEOTION OOMMmiOM 
999E 8b<89t| 
WaiMn0toii,DO 20488 

STATeMENTOF 0E»l6NATI0NOFqa»N8fiL 

EAX(»l>g1H2» 

MUR#JSi2I_ 

NAMEOFOOUNEBL:. 

miiM; taur Offica of Jjana C. WwMia XII 

AnpuBBfe 4131 ». Mdltarry Prtvo, fciif 200 

KKwaa City, W 64116 

TELEFHON& OFFICE (|UJ_Jtt=2iaa. 
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RECEiVtO 
FEDERAL ELECTION 

COf.MISSJOfN 
% 

ZOIDDEC-3 RHI2:2-

DFFICE OF GENERAi. 
COUriSEL 

- FAXU2ftJ..JUUbStas&. 

Tha abovMiamtd IndMdud andfor firm la hardlv daslanatad aa my eoiaiaal md ta 
aulhoftzad to raoalvaany nottRoadona and other oommunleaiUona from ft\n Oeawdaaiofi and 
to aotoft nv bahBirbeftire.tlia Oonmrisaiofi. 

11/29/10 
RaapoifttoiilMgaiit-aignalura 

"MiT J i M to fiPBgrai 

MAIUNO A0DRE8$L 
(plaaaaPrtnl) 

1675-F S awioela 

Spriagfiold. MD 63804 

TELCPHONE-HOMEi&̂ LLJu 

Bil8IMBaB( 417 } S60-6746 

oBBOiiiaiamii iw MiMuw ori u 6 4BT|g(aK<«MI iay». 
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
999 E Street, 
Washington, OC 20463 

STATEMENT OF DESIGNATION OF CO0NSEt 
Pleaae use owe form for each Reaoondent/EnUtv/TreaBurer 

FAX f2021219-3923 

IVIUR#J51?1_ 
NAME OF COUNSEL: James C. Thonfla III 

FIRM: Lay Office of Jamea C. ThnnaB TTT 

ADDRESS! 4131 N. Mulhferrv Drtva. Suite 9nn 

Kansas City, HO 6̂ 116 

TELEPHONE- OFFICE f 816 1 584-9393 

• FAX ( 8161 584-9394 

RtC'diVEO 
FEDERAL ELLCJIUN 

2DIDDEC-3 PHK̂ ZT 

The above-named Individual and/or firm is hereby designated as my ooUnsel and Is 
authorized to receive any notlfloatlons and other communications from the Commlsalon and 
to act on my behalf befor̂ ^ -̂Cqmmleilloî  

11/29/10 
Date Reŝ Bhd 

NAW?P RESPONDENT: 

lltle|TreasurenrcandidatB/Owner) 

MAILINGADDRESS:. 
(Please Print) 

167S-F E Seminole 

Springfield. MO 65804 

TELEPHONE-HOME C J. 
BUSINESS ( 417 ) 860-6746 

IpfBrmaUon is beino 1011011186 part of an biveslieotion baing eo.nduetad fay tha Federal Eleetion Connnlssion end the 
oonlMentMlty proybtons of 2 U A a § 4S7g(M(12KA) eppiy. Thte seeSen prohblts melling pUbilb arqr investlgatlen 
ponduoled by ttw Fsderal Eleetion QemlnlsBlon ivKhotit the eapress vvritten coiwent of the person under 
inveBllgatfon 

Rpv.200fe 
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RECEIVED 
FEDERAL ELECTION 

COMMISSIOH 

2OIIIDEC-3 PHI2S27 
. FEDERAL ELECTION OOMMIBOION . ^ ^ ^, 

098Eatraal.NW ' ^ ^ ^ y L ? ^ ^ ^ ^ * ^ 
Waahhigton, 00 20468 uuu.WLL 

llllt̂ f- STATEMENT OF 0E81QNATI0N OF COVNSEL 
Plaaaa uaa qrMfiirm for eaoh RaanendantfEnBbtfTraaBUrer 

MUR# 6427 

H MAMgnPnnuwaFL-. IM^̂ M A. ^ rrr 
rH 

FIRM. Offlca of Jwaai C. Thonaa III " 
fM 

tfl APPHgflft 4131 a. Mulbarry l>glYa. Suite 200 

^ Kaneaa City» MO 64416 
(T) 
fM 

TELEPHONE- QPPingfHia ) M4-asei 

• FAX(J16), Sa4-9396 

The above-nanied indiyidual and/or flrm la haraby daslgnatad BB my eounaal aad Is 
aulhoriaed to raoalvaany notMeattona and ether oominunlaallona from tha Gomnllaalon and 
lo aot on my behalf bttara tha Oommlaalan. 

11/29/10 . 
Data Respondant/AOBnt-aiUnature ntlaCrraaiurariOandidatBfOwaar) 

H&MEPRESPPNPBNT; — ^ - ^ ^ ^ : — 

V* Ol Box 74 
MAILINQ ADDREaft 
(Plaaae Piinti 

Jefferson Giey, ao 65102 

TELEPHONE- HOME { ). 

BU8INE8B UZLjL-Zfil=Zfl21 

mtlonnaMen k betns eeaalit ae pari ef en mvetSsaWeH bSlHg cawduatad by tta Pbderd.<kallen jtoneiwlea aiid ^ 
•oiifMenaallly prwWana vTS UAaf 4a7M4Cl9NA} app̂ . iMa aeeOmpralMU maMag ptMoanyfemHsanm 
poadUBlMI ly <he Feden« fleoHan Oomnaeeien efloieiailie emneea wlttan eeeeoni ef «ie peraeiKunder 

nair.aoM 


